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FEEDBACK SESSION  
 
 
1. Comments in general ie What have you learnt from attending this course? 
 
Delegates stated: 
a) Training was felt to be useful with delegates learning more about RDM from attending 
 
b) Some disciplines had never heard mention of data management despite their studies spanning many years 

and despite the appropriateness of the subject matter.  The assumption being that it is not the ethos of the 
discipline to talk RDMP. 

 
c) Valuable to learn what a DMP is and why it is important. 
 
d) Good to have the opportunity to consider the different approaches and look of data - had never really 

thought about ‘what data is’?  
 
e) The metadata examples used were liked and brought home the value of the use of metadata in the RDM 

process and areas for consideration in the recreation/reuse of data (yours/others). 
 
f) Discussion around the back-up and archiving of data helpful. 
 
g) From evaluation forms (What have you learnt from attending this course?): 

 Looking at the best way to manage research data. 

 Learnt about the assistance of a data management plan and that they are required for grant funding. 

 

Preserving your research data for future use 
 

Staff and Departmental Development Unit (SDDU) 
Leeds Research Data Management Pilot (RoaDMaP) 

Date: 
12 December 2012 
 

Time 10.00 – 13.00am including lunch and feedback session (coffee available from 9.45am) 

Venue: Mechanical Engineering Boardroom (1.31a) 

No of Participants: 14 

Presenters 
Dr Jim Baxter Senior Staff Development Officer (Research and Knowledge Transfer), SDDU 
Dr Graham Blyth, Research IT Manager, Faculty of Engineering                     
Monica Duke, Institutional Support Officer, Digital Duration Centre, Edinburgh.         

Course aims 

To raise awareness of the challenges of preserving and managing research data and 
approaches to addressing these challenges. By the end of the session participants will be 
better able to: 
•       Describe the forms research data takes and the role of contextual documentation and 
 metadata in enabling data reuse 
•       Describe how managing research data effectively will improve your  research, save you 
 time, decrease the risks of data loss, increase  your professional impact and identify tools 
 to help 
•       Describe University of Leeds and research funder data management expectations 
•       Identify sources of information and guidance on managing research data effectively, 
 including additional training courses  
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 I am mainly more aware about data management now. 

 The use of case studies to highlight the use of data management in research was very useful in 
understanding why manage data. How we can gain access to files from the past – updating formats. 
How metadata helps distinguish your data. 

 Technical terms. 

 Need to create a data management plan. 

 Security and storing and ease of access are key. 

 Importance of metadata. 

 Awareness about data management plan. Requirements of data management by funding bodies. 

 The most important thing I have learned is that everyone struggles with data management issues. 

 Archive or back up. 

 I basically knew nothing about data management other than simple things ie name file naming. I 
learned that data management should have structure, that it’s not just something that happens. 

 
2. What actions will you take (back at your base) based on what you’ve learnt? 
 
Delegates stated: 
a) Looking at the best way to manage research data, looking at the existing DMP, share with other team 

members/colleagues and compare against course recommendations with a view to revising.  
 
b) Recommend that DMP/Metadata/Re-use potential exists as a specific, explicit and standard question within 

the tender/procurement process to avoid companies restricting access to the data/metadata needed to aid 
reuse. 

 
c) Explore options for joining up existing and new practices. 
 
d) Promoting storage of raw data format in a more sustainable format i.e. csv rather than spss. 
 
e) From evaluation forms (What action will you take, based on what you have learnt?): 

 Think about managing my data. 

 I will improve the backup of my work. 

 Find a better system to archive/backup work. 

 Probably make more backup, and make sure my work can be reused by others. 

 I will fill out my own personal data management plan with my supervisors to ensure my research can 
 be used in the future.  

 My file name structure will become more focused on the usefulness of those names – improve the 
 context of my metadata. 

 Make a paper data management plan.  

 Re-organise all my data. 

 I’ll apply this knowledge to create better structure of my data, especially metadata. 

 I will structure my data and start using archive. 

 Promote storing data in raw format e.g. csv among our group. 

 Promote an understanding of the data specific to a research kit before starting the project. 

 Review how my data are stored and the inclusion of metadata. 

 I have arranged to discuss creating my own data management plan. 

 I organise the __ research group (approx 30 researchers). I would like to work this into one of the 
 meetings as I think data management planning would benefit all the group.  

 
3. Course delivery and content - suggestions of improvements 
 
Delegates stated: 
a) Benefits of icebreaker sessions at the onset of the training to take place in small groups as a prep for 

engaging delegates in a wider group discussion.  
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b) Ideal number of delegates to attend this type of training 14-20. 2 hours for the course delivery felt like the 
correct amount of time. 

 
c) Would prove invaluable for RDM to be part of learning in 1

st
 semester of PhD – e.g. Biological sciences has 

an Introduction Week of which RDM would be an appropriate feature. 
 
d) Course content was felt to be pitched at the right level. 
 
e) PIs need to attend/would benefit from attend this course as they tend to have greater control over decision 

making thus better able to respond to RDMP requirements.  
 
f) It would be useful to have best practice info regarding the keeping of raw data and where the line is drawn 

between keeping everything or very little. 
 
g) Would be useful to clarify the institution’s policy re use of Dropbox. 
 
h) Storage is an area that wasn’t really explored in the training, but felt that more content in this area would be 

helpful - backup habits and storage behaviour can have a big impact, there may be an assumption that 
storage is an unlimited resource, where the impact on others won’t have really been thought about. 
 

i) Research data management planning supported by policies which promote the collation of the DMPs would 
allow storage issues to be identified, yielding intelligence on the overall scale of storage requirements 
including static data, dynamic data and back-up, highlighting the requirement for help and support for the 
management of data. 

 
j) Create RDMP awareness right at the beginning of studies rather than further down the line when research 

practice to some extent has already been established. 
 
k) Much greater emphasis should be placed on Metadata understanding. 
 
l) I mainly want to know what I need to do to fulfil funder requirements. 
 
m) Course content would be good for delivery online – it doesn’t need to be face to face. 
 
n) Would be useful to have best practice advice on what forms of back-up are best.  
 
o) More information on how to keep your research data secure - a Good practice guide? 
 
p) Examples of lessons learnt stories - but with their positive outcomes/solutions. 
 
q) Exploring the reasons for sharing and not sharing data.  
 
r) Think about the pitching of a course for those at different stages in their RDMP journey i.e. one size won’t 

necessarily fit all. 
 
s) Learn from the external environment and intelligence available e.g. EU policy requirements for open access 

and contribution from member states on RDMP - this is not just a Leeds issue. eg PRACE which enables 
high impact scientific discovery and engineering research and development across all disciplines to 
enhance European competitiveness for the benefit of society through world class computing and data 
management resources and services - 25 member countries (October 2012), EPSRC for UK.  

 
t) More guidance on RDMP - provision of reassurance that RDMP helps not hinders. 
 
u) It was felt there were advantages and disadvantages to having RDM activity examples from a different 

disciplinary area – in this case, social science as they can provide a useful additional perspective  – using 
very familiar material from within the discipline may be distracting. 
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v) It was felt the multidisciplinary make-up of the delegates worked well.  
 

w) Course could address relationship between ethical review and RDMP. 
  

x) Try to make clear distinctions between data management and document management e.g. digitised and 
digitising data.  

 
y) From evaluation forms (How might the course be improved?): 

 Could cover the options for data storage including university and cloud services. 

 Spend more time on personalised data management plans with the course staff – discuss the finer 
 points of how to effectively fill out such a form, methods for planning data management, what are the 
 expectations. 

 More real world examples. 

 Sending presentation out before course. 

 More examples of consequences of losing the data. 

 Best practice examples. 

 Case study discussions in groups – these were good and more of them/more time would be great .... 

 Also maybe one detailed example of what data means. 

 Flowchart of a single study data processing eg...... 

 
  
  
  
 
 

 The first activity was very intimidating, there needs to be a small group warm up activity first. 

 Provide some sort of take away document of good practices ie what makes a good back up system 
policy. 

 
z) Only 1 delegate was aware an institutional RDM policy exists. 
 
4. Do you have any comments about the administration before and during the course? 
 
a) From evaluation forms: 

 Group activities seemed to produce a higher level of feedback than the individual tasks. 

 Backup discussions was great, would be nice to hear a discussion on recommended methods and 
horror stories. 

 We were not aware about filming. 

 Very well organised. 

 ? seemed ? and lived up to expectations. 

 The session was well run with several speakers. 

 I would have liked access to the learning aims and objectives...but I knew exactly where I needed to 
be and when which is better than some courses I have attended. Thanks. 

 
5. Other comments 

 
a. From evaluation forms: 

 Protocol for archive and basic backup – documentation for staff and students. 

 1
st
 year PhD students would find this very useful. 

 Funding for projects would be better focussed for staff. 

 Cloud services. 

 What about Dropbox and Google Drive policies – please include in training 
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 Every PhD should do this in their first semester – this seems apparent but is overlooked by so many 
 without realising it. 

 To be honest I wasn’t looking forward to this course as I wasn’t sure it was appropriate to myself (I 
 was asked to attend, I didn’t recognise it as a need that I had personally). However I have really 
 enjoyed the course, I was totally proved wrong, that it is certainly applicable even though I’m not an 
 engineer. 

 
 
6. Overall, how useful was the course to you? 
 
Of the 10/14 Evaluation forms completed:  Very useful = 5/10      Mostly useful = 5/10 
 
 
 


